With 220,000 students worldwide studying with The Open University, the potential volunteering power behind the University's proposed literacy project is immense. Taking action on literacy is part of The Open University's commitment to the Talloires Network and the project's aims are twofold - to encourage individuals to take action on literacy, and to support and develop new initiatives borne out of the shared experience of those individuals.

The University is currently in discussions with the National Literacy Trust, an independent charity dedicated to building a literate nation; Community Service Volunteers, the UK's largest volunteering and training organisation; and Community Links, an innovative inner city charity running community-based projects in east London, to decide how to best mobilise that support. In the meantime, the project is creating an on-line resource for the University community, including:

• access to information about volunteering opportunities

• links to other organisations with an interest in tackling literacy and enhancing educational opportunity

• a discussion forum for sharing experience and ideas

• provision of 'case study' material and updates on progress

• information about the Talloires network and appropriate links.
