POSTCARDS FROM CHILE
Rob Hollister, Talloires Network secretariat, spent several days in early November working with Network members and supporters in Chile.  Here are some of his reflections …
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With support from the Walmart Foundation, we are supporting community projects at three Chilean universities and soon will be inviting applications for a new set of small grants.  My interactions with Chilean university colleagues and their community partners were really inspiring and instructive.  I was especially impressed with their strength of their commitment and skill at building strong working ties with community representatives.  The community connections are a major strength of the projects at U. Austral de Chile and U. Católica de Chile.  Also impressive was how deeply involved are both students and faculty.  Wonderful to see how their initiatives are both improving community conditions and also advancing what students learn in the process.  Our in-country partner Participa, an NGO specializing in democratic participation, led by José Manuel de Ferrari, is doing terrific work reinforcing university social responsibility activities. 
 Current projects:

U. Austral de Chile.  Design and implementation of a new color scheme and urban landscape design for a new low-income housing development in Valdivia.  Project leader:  Elisa Cordero.

U. de Santiago de Chile.  Training low-income academically talented young people to gain admission and to succeed at the university.    Project leaders:  Máximo González and Lorna Figeroa.
Pontificia U. Católica de Chile.  Design of community space and environmental education programs at pre-school center in low-income housing development.   Project leader:  Bernadita Ramírez.

By good fortune of timing I was in Santiago when Aequalis, a national forum of leaders from all sectors and political parties released Propuestas para la Educación Superior, a comprehensive set of recommendations for the reform of higher education in Chile.  The executive director and leader of Aequalis is Mónica Jiménez, a founding member of the Network and former Chilean Minister of Education.  Because this highly innovative initiative is so relevant to other countries as they wrestle with similar challenges, we are preparing a case study about Aequalis and will be featuring it in a future newsletter.
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Pontificia U. Católica de Chile.  Rector Ignacio Sanchez is exerting dynamic leadership to reinforce social responsibility as a defining strength of UCC.  He urges that the Network take initiative to develop credible, influential measures of the impacts of university civic engagement.  We also discussed the exclusion of community engagement in international higher education rankings.  Could the Network change this situation?  I greatly enjoyed learning about the current work of the University’s Bridges program --  substantial applied public policy projects run in partnership with 10 Santiago area municipalities – which won first place in the 2010 MacJannet Prize.  A distinctive strength of U. Católica’s work is its combination of strong and extensive programs in both community service learning (Centro de Desarrollo Docente:  Prof. José Lopez and Chantal Jouannet) and in public policy development (Centro de Políticas Publicas:  Ignacio Irarrázaval, Director; Cristóbal Tello) 

Meetings with funding partners:
Santander Universities Chile.  Cristián Lopicich, Director; Sigrid Perry, Commercial Director, Jaime Mena.  Santander is supporting scholarships and an extraordinary array of research, cultural, physical development and other programs at 56 Chilean institutions of higher education.  
Walmart Chile.  The Talloires Network program with Chilean members described above is supported by the Walmart Foundation.  I had a stimulating meeting with Claudio Hohmann, Manager of Corporate Affairs, Walmart Chile.  Hohmann previously was Chilean Minister of Transport and Telecommunications.  Walmart Chile’s extensive corporate philanthropy addresses earthquake relief, promotion of entrepreneurship and economic development, and sustainability. 
